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pass, on account of th einconvenience they give him by oblig-
ing him to be on his guard, by the security provided them in
protecting them from the enemies and keeping pirates at a
distance, and the expense he is at in maintaining lighthouses,
sea marks and other things necessary to the safety of the
mariners..." In addition to the principles and practice of
international law, Pottinger was instructed to explain to the
Amir, the benefits he would derive by an increase of trade in
his country. If all these representations and arguments fall
on deaf ears. Pottinger was authorised to declare " strongly
and decidedly " the right possessed by the British Govern-
ment and by all other states situated and bordering upon the
many streams which concentrated in the Indus. But " no-
thing like menace " was to accompany this declaration.
If, instead of accepting the just demand, the Amir puts
some conditions for its acceptance, e.g., the acknowledgment
of Hyderabad as an independent state or a defensive alliance
against Ranjit Singh and the Afghans or perhaps an annual
pecuniary payment, he should be told that " when there
exists a natural right and the power to enforce it both justice
and reason reject all title to concession or compensation in
return." 56
There is no doubt that a natural right existed and, in 1831,
no one would have denied the justice of the British Govern-
ment's claims. But the Amirs had always been suspicious,
and with that peculiar instinct which characterises human
beings even in the lower grade of civilisation, they had fore-
seen that the independence of their country was gone since
the English had seen the river. The English were now
demanding use of the Indus for commercial purposes. Who
could say that they would not begin to use it for military
purposes ?57 Two hundred years back they had come to India
as mere traders with absolutely no intention of conquering
56 All the above observations  are  from  Government's  letter to  Pot-
tinger, Op. Cit.
57 Prinsep also admits that " the object of entering  upon this negotia-
tion, at the particular juncture was perhaps  in  some   measure  political,
having reference to the necessity of being prepared against the possibility
of designs on the part of Russia, should she  succeed in  establishing her
influence in Persia."   Ranjit Singh, p. 168.